It may even increase alienation from a policy process that seems to many citizens to ignore their concerns, attend to all interests but that of the public good, and engage in technical language to hide malfeasance and incompetence.
We agree with our fellow scientists that, all else being equal, more information is better. We would be disturbed if anyone drew from these comments or our research a conclusion that technical information should be withheld from the public. What we object to is the apparent assumption that knowledge about the effectiveness of potential means for conflict resolution is unnecessary for policy.
